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AMM MEETING jointly held with Bexleyheath and Crayford 

Minutes of Meeting 26th January 2023   7.30 pm       

Sidcup Working Man’s Club  

OBS Attendance: Donna Briant (Chair), Anashua Davies, Simon, Alford, Kathryn Smith, Munir 

Malik, Lynn Ellard, Teresa Gray, Sylvia Malt, David Tingle, Dan McGill, Anna Day, Daniel Francis, Helen 

Sellick, Tim Sellick, Sylvia Malt, Jo Chodha, Ann Spittle, Jacob Joanes, Harry & Julia Cracklow, Stephen 

Perfect, Charlotte Hitchman, Murali Surendran, Matthew Case-Legge, Farrah Hoskins, John Cove (26 

attendees) 

 

Bexleyheath attendees: Sammy Wentworth, Paulene Turner, Trevor Perrin, Steve Bealing, Robert 

Tovey, Nathan Ogunleye (6 attendees) 

Item  Minute  Action/Outcome  

1  CHAIR’S WELCOME   Apologies OBS :Tonya & John Kelsey, Anthony and Bridget 
Riches, John Morton, Jerry Chodha, Des Thurlby, Sarah 
Miller, Stef Borella, Claire Hedderman, Jay Zilick, Patricia and 
Dilip Dakshy, Hannah Briant 
Apologies B&C: Matthew Murphy, Steve Boxall, Liam Davies, Sam 
Marchant, Daisy Page 

2 Lost friends  A moment’s silence was observed for 
 
Megan Blowers 
Stuart Slater 
Dr Money 
 

3  Declarations of  
Interest  
  

None 
  

4 Minutes from last 
meeting  

Minutes pre - distributed for all members   
Amended at Kathryn Smith’s requesting more detail on ex 
councillor Harry Davis RIP’s service to the party.  The 
reference to the Labour Group removed. 
 
Secretary confirmed the Minuting process. 
Secretary drafts minutes. 
Executive that are in attendance at AMM, approves draft 
minutes. 
Minutes are pre-distributed before AMM. 
Minutes have final approval at the AMM. 
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5 Executive Report   
Engagement 
Particular appeal was made to members to engage with social 
media, friends and neighbours amplifying our positive local 
message. 
 
Please contact Ana on 07949 266580 to be added into our Amplify 
whats Ap group and our Canvass session Whats Ap group. 
 
Property 
It was agreed that the work on the property must go ahead.  It is 
essential that the tenants are protected from potential damp 
related issues and the property continues to be well maintained. 
The £6k in external works to proceed, noting the work to the rear is 
now complete. 
 
 
Campaign Grid 
This was very well received; this is a live document and it was 
suggested we add the following campaigns: 
 
Environment – air quality, rivers and sewage, Electrical charging 
point infrastructure 
 
David Tingle noting that working on more than 3 campaigns at a 
time dilutes the fruit of our efforts.  
 
It was agreed that there that to add to all the good work undertaken 
by volunteer members on social media, we should keep a record of 
the voting record of Louie French, this would be useful information 
as we get closer to the election.    
 
 
  

5  In defence of the UK 
Motion 
  
  

 
This motion did not pass. 
Chair commented that it was gratefully received so the CLP could 
have some lively debate over an issue that the Party find difficult 
 
Nuclear deterrent vs nuclear annihilation 
 
The debate will no doubt continue and Simon Alford was thanked 
for bringing the topic to the meeting for debate.   
Members are encouraged to bring motions for discussion, the 
Secretary will always support in finalising the format and structure 
for member consideration. 
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6 Speaker: 
 Abena Oppong – 
Asare MP 

The Chair thanked Abena for attending to talk about her 
work in the Shadow Exchequer to the Treasury under Rachel 
Reeves’ leadership. 
 
Abena was elected in 2019 and has already seen three PMs 
in 3 years, she has served under the effects of Brexit impact, 
Covid, the war in Ukraine and now the Cost-of-Living Crisis. 
 
Abena appreciated that Bexleyheath & Crayford and Old 
Bexley & Sidcup CLPs can find it frustrating since recent 
election performance shows we have potential to win, but 
currently have no councillors or MPs. 
 
There’s hope with social democrat wins in the US and 
Australia and OBS’s 10% swing, with East Wickham only 
being 41 votes short makes a Labour gain (as in 
Northumberland Heath), quite possible. 
 
We can’t however be complacent, there is a long journey 
ahead.  Conservatives will not cede ground! 
 
She warns not to fall into the politics of the culture wars, 
and reminds us Unity will win us the election and B&C and 
OBS will be Labour! 
 
She described our activists work as phenomenal, and 
thanked all who supported her. 
 
It won’t be easy once in Government, undoing the damage 
on Worker rights, environmental rights, consumer 
protections, right to strike were all under threat. 
 
On ULEZ:  she reminded us that it is the only agenda that the 
Tories have locally even though Baroness Teresa O’Neil 
(Leader of Bexley Council) sat on the Committee that not 
only recommended ULEZ but also recommended to further 
extend to road charging. 
 
On Cost of living: 
Wages are lower in 2022 than 2010 with a huge increase in 
debt interest, business investment is down by 10%.  Tories 
doubling down on hard working families re energy prices 
and ridiculing Labour on the windfall tax, only to rebrand 
and sell off as a Tory idea. 
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THE OBR predicting that living standards will continue to fall 
over the next 2 years by 7%. 
 
With low growth after 13 years, Ukraine and Covid being the 
Tories go to excuse for failure. 
 
Labour’s Long-Term Plan: 
Green energy markets 
Highly skilled, well-paid jobs 
Tackling Climate Change 
Greater focus on renewables 
0.5m in renewable energy jobs 
0.5m in jobs to insulate 19k homes 
Solar and Wind, off and on shore. 
Aim to make Britain a world leader in these technologies 
 
Notes that the government whilst setting the 2030 target 
have done nothing to deliver on it. 
 
Democracy: 
Bring power closer to the people, away from Westminster.  
Levelling up needs to be applied to the poorest parts of 
Central London too.  Localised decisions will be more 
effective. 
Legislation under government is being steamrollered 
through with little time for consideration.  The Infrastructure 
bill went through in a day, affecting everyone in terms of 
climate change targets and infrastructure planning. 
 
Labour is constantly putting green bills forward but the 
Government are voting these downs, because under their 
majority, they simply can. 
 
Treasury business not seen as newsworthy but it is hugely 
impactful on people e.g.  Money laundering practice is way 
behind the US. 
 
How can we help locally: 
Informal conversations with all you come in contact with, 
even in the pub! Stay informed, let people know what is 
happening.  Remind people that Louie French deputised 
whilst all the harshest cuts were made in Bexley council. 
Talent spot, we need a great slate of local candidates, 
selected early and working on winning.  As Chair of Labour 
Womens Network Abena is proud that 56% of women have 
been selected as candidates. 
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